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OWE DAY WHEN MIRA WAS ABOUT FIVE 
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HER MOTHER LED HER 7O AN IMAGE OF 
LORD KRISHNA , KEPT INA CORNER OF 
THE ROOM- WRA LOVED THIS (MAGE - 
THERE (5 YOUR HUSBAND! \PY 
GOPALA HIMSELF. LOVE HIM ie 
AND SERVE HIM AS A GOOD G 
WIFE WOULD HER HUSBAND: 
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FROM NOW ON 
GOPALA IS 
MINE AND | AM 
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MIRABA| 


AND SHE LEFT OFF ALL OTHER PLAY .- 
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SO THE YEARS PASSED ANDO WIRA WAS 
STEADFAS7 IV HER LOVE OF HER DIVIVE 
HUSBAND - 





OWE DAY A BRIDAL PROCESSION ARRIVED AND WIRA WAS MARRIED TO PRINCE 
BUOURAU OF CHITTOR WHO WAS KNOWN FOR IIS VALOUR AND MS DEEP HATRED | 
THE WAIGHALS — 
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(INDEED ( AW FORTUNATE! 
MY PRINCESS (S THE mosST_& 
BEAUTIFUL GIRL (YAVE 
EVER SEEN. 
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MIRA WAS AN (DEAL HINDU WIFE... 





BUT AS SOON AS HER HOUSEHOLD 
DUTIES WERE OVER, NIRA WOULD 
TURN TO HER DIVINE HUSBAND - 
| HER GOPALA— WHOM) SWE HAD 
BROUGHT WITH HER: 














HER MOTHER -(N-LAW DD WOT | MIRA WAS ADAMANT. 
APPROVE OF 75 - - < — 























SAU Sully FORGIVE ME; 
DURGA |S OUR x Sr : MOTHER - 
FAMILY GODDESS - | HAVE ALREADY y : 
YOU SHOULD | OFFERED MYSELF 


1 TO LORD KRISHNA-/- 

“ Ia | CANNOT BOW 
FANS BEFORE 

ANY OTHER ( 
DEITY - 








WORSHIP HER! <& 
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BHOTRAU’S SISTER UDA ALSO TRIED 
HER HAND BUT IN VAIN. 
: || GODDESS DURGA 
MAY BE OFFENDED AND 
MAY LAY A CURSE ON 
OUR HOUSEHOLD-WHY 


FULL OF ANGER » SHE DECIDED 
TO TAKE REVENGE - 










EVENING TO THE TEMPLE. 
| WILL TELL MY BROTHER / 
Ss ar 








UDA AND HER COMPANIONS WENT TO BHOURAI. FORGIVE ME,BROTHER! 
y-—— HAVE YOU LOST THE LOVE OF YOUR 
WIFE? ARE YOU NOT MAN ENOUGH 
FOR HER? IT |S A SHAME THAT THE 
FAIR NAME OF CHITTOR AND YOURS 
SHOULD BE SULLIED BY THE CONDUCT 
OF YOUR WIFE. 
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( WIRA UNEAITHEUL PP | THAT WIGHT HE STOOD OUTS/DE THE 
(CANNOT BELIEVE (7. — 
} LET ME SEE 


FOR MYSELF. 


WHY DO YOU , 
KEEP YOUR MIRA ‘ 
WAITING? il 
ALL SHE WANTS (S |4 
TO BE ABLE TO ee 
LOVE YOUP 
SHE YEARNS 
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DRAWING MHS SWORD, EHOURAT RUSHED INTO THE TEMPLE - 
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j THERE HE IS! a 
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| MY HEART AND 
N\ | WILL NOT GIVE (7 
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MIRABA 


| KING BHOJRA/, CONVINCED THAT HIS WIFE WAS INSANE, DECIDED 7O HUMOUR HER HE 
BUILT A TEMPLE FOR HER WHERE SHE COULD WORSHIP HER STONE LOVER 70 HER 
MEARTS CONTENTS SOON DEVOTEES FLOCKED AROUND HER AND SHE OFTEN SANG 
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THE STORY OF MIIRA’S DEVOTION TO LORD KRISHNA BY SONG;O4NCE AND 
DISCOURSES SPREAD FAR AND WIDE «IT REACHED THE EARS OF THE MIUGHAL 
EMPEROR AKBAR AND H’S COURT MUSICIAN, TANSEN : 








TANSEN | CANNOT REST TILL ) HAVE 
. HEARD THE DEVOTIONAL SONGS 
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KNOWING THAT THE RAJPUTS HATED | | AT LAST THEY REACHED THE TEMPLE 
THE WK/GHALS » THEY DECIDED TOGO | | WHERE WIRA SAT BEFORE HER LORD. 
DISGUISED AS HINDUS « | 
( THESE SAFFRON ROBES OFA } 
\ SADHU ARE THE agi 
i. " 
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SOME OF THEM JOINED HER; OTHERS LISTENEO:-- 
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AT THE END OF THE DAYS PRAYERS, AKBAR AND TANSEN WERE INA 
TRANCE » AKBAR APPROACHED WIRA,TOUCHED HER FEET AND PLACED 
A WECKLACE AT THE FEET OF THE (MAGE - 















SSO gE NN!” W THE NAME OF HIM— WHOM 4x] 
: 51% 4 YOU ARE SO DEVOTED TO; ! 
ACCEPT MY HUMBLE GIFT. 
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/| CANNOT BUT ACCEPT 
WHAT IS OFFERED 
IN HIS NAME. 







MEWS LEAKED THE MUGHAL 
EMPEROR AND &S MUSICIAN 
HAD WSITED MIRA» 


/ THEY SAY, AKBAR THE 
MUGHAL TOUCHED THE 
FEET OF MIRA! 
| “WHAT WILL OUR 
PRINCE SAY? 





| AVD THE EMPEROR LEFT THE PLACE 
WITH A HEAVY HEART - 
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WHEN RANA BHOURAU HEARD OF (Ts HE SEETHED WITH ANGER. SANE OR INSANE 
MUS WIFE HAD DEGRADED HERSELF. HE SUMMONED HER. 


DID YOU 
DARE ALLOW A 
MUGHAL CUR TO TOUCH 
YOUR FEET, THE FEET 
OF A RAUPUT PRINCESS? 
DID YOU DARE ALLOW 
HIM TO ENTER 

— YOUR TEMPLE? 


FOR THE 
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MIRA, THE TRUE HINDU WE DID NOT PROTEST. SHE FONDLY 700K LEAVE OF HER 
| TEARFUL COMPANIONS .. - 


ae. AND SLOWLY WENDED HER WAY 7O THE RIVER 5 HUGGING THE (MAGE OF HER | 
LORD CLOSE 70 HER - 
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AS 5 MIRA STOOD ON THE RIVER- BANK sTHE TEMPLE BELIS CHIMED « 
SHE WAS ABOUT 70 JUWIP, WHEN A HAND FROM BEHIND 
GRASPED HER .SHE TURNED AROUWD..- 





MIRABA 


++» AVD WHAT SHOULD MEET HER EYES BUT THE HEAVENLY SMILE OF HER BELOVED 


LORD ! SHE FAINTED - 













YOUR LIFE WITH 
YOUR HUSBAND Is 
OVER. NOW YOU ARE MINE. 
GO AND SEEK ME 
HENCEFORTH IN 
BRINDAVAN . - 






MY LORD! 
MY LORD! 
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AFTER RECEIVING THE DIVINE COMMAND, MIRA SANG AND 
PANCED HER WAY 70 BRINDAVAAs WARDLY AWARE OF ALL 
| THAT SHE HAD TO SUFFER ON THE WAY: _ 
re MASS ——— 
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=F | HAVE AND NONE ELSE! 
AND | AM THE HAPPIER : 
FOR IT! 
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aa IT SEEMED AS (F HER DEVOTEES HAD| 
NEWS SPREAD CHAT WIKA HAD COME. HE ARD OF MER AND WERE 
MIRA HAS HAVE YOU 1 Ry ee : ae 
HEARD HER SING | =” GOPALA HAS ¥ ONCE MORE 
TO GOPALAP 2} = =SENT HER THERE WILL BE 
pea AT LAST! ) 


PEOPLE CAME FROW FAR OFF PLACES TO HAVE 
A GLIMPSE OF THIS UNINKUBITED DEVOTEE OF LORD KRISHNA. 
OWE OF THEM WAS A TRAVELLER FROM CHITTORS 
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— Se : AFTER WIRA HAD GONE 70 OBEY 
WHEN HE RETRO TO CHUITOR- | |e an aecueey MAb 
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WHAT CAN ls WHO AMA YOU CAN GIVE ME 
BEGGAR, ALL THAT | WANT NOW 
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SUDDENLY, BHOSRAS THREW OFF EE | SAFFRON ROBES. AND ani » RECOGNISING 
WER MUSEANDFELL AT HIS FEET. RPS <“Tiiyy am iia) Tae aL OE 
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GIVE ME GLORY, POWER , 

- WEALTH OR FAME, BUT ONLY 
: HIS LOVE’S ROSARY, AND SAID: 
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AT CHITTOR; FOR MANY YEARS, SHE CONTINUED HER WORSHIP 
OF HER LORD>s WTH COMPLETE FREEDOW)> 
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Ad MOST 7EN YEARS HAP FASSED SINCE MIRA HAD FIRST ARRIVED — AS BHOvU- 
RAIS BRIDE— TO CH/TTOR,WHEN ALAS!S SHE WAS WIDOWED! 
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BHOURAV’S FATHER 
SUMMONED WIR4 . 


{PREPARE YOURSELF | | | IN MY HEART, | 
| FOR SATI! YOU MUST — Wile NOT DIE! 
\\ JOIN YOUR HUSBAND 7 


| THOUGH THE WIDOWED MRA was NOW MORALLY FREE TO DEVOTE HERSELF 
| COMPLETELY TO HER LORO » THE MEW RANA » BHOURAVU’S BROTHER » GAVE HER 
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| FORTH NOT TO MIX WITH || ye : 
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—+—_| SING AND DANCE BEFORE 
© \THE IMAGE OF KRISHNA AX 
' WITHIN THE WALLS OF eX’) 
=) ) THIS 
i Wiz. PALACE! 





| : AMAR CHITRA KAT HA | _ 
MIR4 WAS RESTLESS AND UNHAPPY—'| | SO THERE SHE WENT: 













O GOPALAt IF | GAN- 
I! NOT WORSHIP YOU IN 
Hi PEACE IN THE PALACE 
TEMPLE , | WILL GO TO 
THE PUBLIC TEMPLE! | 
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| BUT NOW THE RANA RIDICULED HER FOR MIRA IGNORED THESE TAUNTS | 
MINGLING SHAMELESSLY WITH THE SADHUS| |AND CONTINUED SINGING AND 
| AND THE COMMON DEVOTEES. | |OANCING IN THE NAMIE OF HER 


(YOU REFUSED TO JOIN YOUR \_ vais i 
HUSBAND ON THE FUNERAL ¢ as 
PYRE !! WAS (T ONLY TO REVELZ=4 || \\ 
IN THE COMPANY OF THESE SS KS 
| we \ BEGGARS? em 
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“GOPALA IS MY BELOVED! J | 
} MIRA’S LORD_|S GOPALAS J 
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THE PEOPLE OF CHITTOR BEGAN 70 LOVE AND RESPECT THEIR SAINTLY PRINCESS 
EVEN MORE, AND NEWS ABOUT HER SPREAD ALL OVER (NDIA- 


SCHOLARS AND SAINTS OF HER TIME CAME FROM) as TANT PL ACES TO PAY 
HOMAGE 70 HER. = _ 





p=) I THE LORD WITH ALL 
/\. YOUR MIND AND | 
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SOMEHOW WE MUST GET RIDOF 
THIS WICKED WOMAN 
WHO CASTS HER SPELL OVER 
ALL WHO @GOME 
HER WAY? 


| BUT WIRA’S DEVOTION WAS UNSHAKEN AND SHE CONTINUED HER SINGING 
AND DANCING IN THE : 
WANE OF HER LORD- 





MIRABA|I 
ONE DAY THE RANA HAD A BASKET, CONTAIWING A POISONOUS SNAKEsSENT TOHER. 


f2f, FIND THE MOST POISONOUS | 
Sess SNAKE IN CHITTOR AND TAKE 
\ IT TO MIRA- TELL HER ITIS A 
GARLAND FOR 
if 
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IT SHALL BE DONE, 
» YOUR HIGHNESS? 
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MIRA NEVER REFUSED ANYTHING THAT SHE GARLANDED HER LORD’S IMAGE 
WAS GIVEN IN THE NAME OF HER LORD . AND THANKED THE ASTONISHED 


(WILL ACCEPT “WN MESSENGER $ 
ANYTHING OFFERED JMNM [Dy \\ / MY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 


FOR THE WORSHIPOF AQ [7% AND THANKS TO THE 
_ MY LORD: \ ees RANA FOR HIS 


“ii \ ae | 


d eS ‘ 
ANDO WHEN MIKA OPENED THE 
| BASKET, LOL THE SNAKE HAD 
(INDEED BECOME A GARLAND - 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
|ON ANOTHER DAY — : 4 
REMOVE MIRA’S BED- d(/ 
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MIRA » HARDLY CONSCIOUS OF ANY CHANGE IN HER SURROUNDINGS, LAY DOWN 
AS USUAL. MIRACULOUSLY, THE WAILS IKE THE VERY ROSE 
PETALS THAT COVERED THEM IEF a 7. a 3 : he 4 
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THE NEXT MORNING ,7THE RANA AND MIS EVIL COUNSELLORS WERE UNPLEASANT- 

LY SURPRISED TO SEE WIRA, FRESH AS EVER,ENGAGED IW THE WORSHIC OF 
) wi ——+ CS = «YER LOROS — 
a : GOPALA |S MY LORD- 
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ZX / OF NECTAR TO MIRA 
WIRA DOES NOT. » | AND— BE SURE 
ESCAPE THIS . | 
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| THE MAN THE BOWL TO MIRA. | | MUIRA,HARDLY CONSCIOUS OF WHAT 


| SHE ATE OR DRANK, ACCEPTED THE 
7 A BOWL OF NECTAR WECTAR AND SWALLOWED (7 
FROM THE RANA WHO 


MECHANICALLY» 
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TREATMENT OF MIRABAI. A Sey 
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AND LOS THE POISON 
TURNED (NTO NECTAR IL LORD WITH A SUUMLE 
SWRA 1S UNAFFECTEOW Te = | OV AER LIPS - 















THE FRUSTRATED RANA FINALLY 
DECIDED TO HARASS WIRA INTO 


| GI Mane Uf: MIRA MUST NOT ENTER 
| THE PUBLIC TEMPLE-HER IMMOD - 
“\ ESTY BRINGS SHAME UPON THE 
\ FAIR NAME OF OUR ROYAL Aid 
% EN FAMILY! ANS 
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SAINTS ADVICE + HE 
(5 WWiSE AND 
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MRA WAS TIRED OF THESE 
CEASELESS (INTERRUPTIONS - 





“O GOPALA 5 WILL THEY 
NEVER LEAVE ME (N PEACE 
TO ADORE YOu P WHAT SHOUL 


| Si WROTE TO TULSIDAS 5A SAINT OF HER | 
TIMIES,AND ASKED HI) WHAT SHE 
SHOULD DO: 
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ADUSES ME 7O 
SHUN) THOSE WHO 
COME IW THE WAY OF 
WY WORSHIP EVEN 
THOUGH THEY BE Ww 3 
| CLOSEST RELATIVES 
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WIRA TOOK THE HINT AND LEFT CHITTOR FOR MERTA, HER UNCLE’S KINGDOM - 
THERE ¥ WAS LOVINGLY WELCOMED - 
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al UNDERSTAND: 
MY CHILD; 
| UNDERSTAND! 


“(CAN ENDURE ALL FOR YOUR 

F SAKE,MY LORD: | DO NOT CARE ' 

D cor THE PRAISE OR BLAME OF THE 
WORLD AS LONG AS | CAN | 


LOVE Loom MY LORD: 
TR eer 
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MIRABA 
AWD SO SHE PASSED A FEW MORE | | MIRA WAS GROWING OLD. SHE KNEW 
YEARS (NIMERSED (NV HER LOKO. | | THAT HER END WAS WEAR- 


VIY LORDS (T (S TIME YOU 

TOOK ME TO YOU AND TO 

REST. | SHALL VISIT ALL 
THE PLACES DEAR TO YOU 


SO SHE SET OUT ONA EILGRIMAGE 
ae an “ine 70 MATHURA+++ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
BRINDAVAN ° = : 


MY HEART SINGS: on are | SF Ze 
CLOSER THAN ALL. MY Ea 
QUEST, MY HOPE,MY_, 

BREATH sMY LIGHT, MY 

ONLY REFUGE, LIFE’S 

ONE CALL,MY 

SOUVS ONE 

YEARNING-DAY 

| AND NIGHT ! 
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NOW MIRA IS Gua 
OBLIVIOUS TO THE WORLD. 
BUT SINGS AND SINGS AND 
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MIRABA 


SHE STAYED ON AT DWARKA BECAUSE THE CALL OF HER LORD HAD BECOME 
LOUDER AND MORE (Ww5/STENT. — 


) IT (S._ FOR YOU TO ORDAIN NOW, | 


I) MY DESTINY— ONLY YOU KNOW 7 
) HOW TO MAKE ME. ‘vOUR OWN. 
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QUE DAY IN THE MIDDLE OF A PRAYER MEETING THE CALL CAME SO LOUD 
AND DEAFENING THAT MIRA, WHILE DAWVCING FELL INTO A TRANCE AND FAINTED: 


OW HER LORD. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





AND MIRA AT LAST BECAMIE ONE WITH THE LORD SHE HAD 
WORSHIPPED AND YEARNED FOR, EVER SINCE SHE HAD TAKEW 
Hi) FOR HER BRIDEGROOM, AT THE TENDER AGE OF FIVE If 
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She was only a child of five and he a mere image of the Lord 
Krishna, but little Mira loved him with all her heart. So strong was 
her devotion that it rendered even irate kings and murderous 
relatives powerless. Mirabai became a queen, but she continued to 
serenade her Lord through the ups and downs of her eventtul life. 
Her hymns to Krishna, which are sung to this day, left even the great 


Mughal emperor, Akbar, spellbound. 
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